
Lesson Outline: Differentiated Task  

Webquest: Castro and The Cuban Revolution 

Case Study B9: The Cuban Revolution and its Impact on Latin America 
Focus Syllabus Content 

Students will learn to: 

P1.1 Describe the role of key individuals, groups and 

events of selected studies from the eighteenth century to 

present 

P3.1 Ask relevant historical questions 

P3.2 Locate, select and organize relevant information from 

different types of sources 

P3.5 Plan and present the findings of historical 

investigations, analyzing and synthesizing information 

from different types of sources 

P4.1 Use historical terms and concepts appropriately 

 

 

 

 

Students will learn about: 

 

key features and issues of the modern world 

• Political, economic, social and technological features of 

the selected case study. 

• Forces for change that emerged in the period of the 

selected case study. 

• The nature of the political, social, economic and 

technological change that occurred in the period of the 

selected case study. 

• The impact of change on the society or period of the 

selected case study. 

 

The Cuban Revolution and it’s impact on Latin America: 

- Fidel Castro and his leadership of revolutionary 

Cuba. 

- Significant events and achievements of Castro. 

- Personal background and the values and 

attitudes that influenced their actions their 

contribution to the society and time in which 

they lived and the legacy of this contribution. 

 

Suggested Resources 

“Castro’s Family” – an article by the Latin American 

Studies Institute, published in the Miami Herald (English 

translation provided): 

http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/fidel/castro-

family.htm 

Fidel Castro Ruz – Online biography by the Bio Channel: 

http://www.biography.com/articles/Fidel-Castro-9241487 

World Biographies: Fidel Alejandro Castro: 

http://www.notablebiographies.com/Ca-Ch/Castro-

Fidel.html 

Fordham University’s Modern History Source Book 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1962castro.html 

Spartacus Education UK: Cold War Figures – Castro 

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/COLDcastroF.htm 

Media Resources  

Fidel Castro: The Untold Story – excerpt from First Run 

Feature Films: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NW1Yh8D-xCg 

Everything You Need To Know About Fidel Castro in 

under 5 minutes – Presented by the Bio Channel: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQ24jmIHIUk 

News Archives 

News Archives from the NY Times: 

http://www.nytimes.com/info/fidel-castro/?scp=1-

spot&sq=fidel%20castro&st=cse 

 
 
 



Suggested Integrated Learning Experiences 
 

Students will explore the life, significant events and achievements of revolutionary figure Fidel Castro through 

investigating and working through a class webquest related to the topic The Cuban Revolution and its impact on Latin 

America.    

The task involves the students to set up their laptops in class and click onto the link below to begin the webquest: 

 

http://castroandtherevolution.wordpress.com/ 

 

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE : 

Before commencing this webquest, students will have commenced studies on the Cuban Revolution and will have 

studied: 

- The forces leading to the revolution in Cuba in 1959 

- Key features of revolutionary Cuba  

 

TASK DESCRIPTION: CASTRO AND THE REVOLUTION 

 

In pairs, that will be discussed and organised with class teacher will produce a news magazine profile of an aspect of 

Fidel Castro’s life. 

 

Group One will create a profile on his family life, education and early life experiences. 
Group Two will create a profile on the role of Fidel Castro in the Cuban Revolution, including his ideological influences, 

ability to mobilise an insurgency, and eventual rise to power. 

 

PROCESS AND SEQUENCE OF ACTIVITIES:  

 

The teacher will direct students to click onto the task page on the webquest link and as a class will read the task 

description and explain the relevance of the task to the topic The Cuban Revolution and its impact on Latin America, 

explaining the main aim of task and process of activities that students will commence throughout the webquest.  

 

Each pair must take a role either part one or  part two to investigation of Castro’s background, his role within the 

Cuban Revolution and the historical context of his regime, including: 

� Fidel and his family life  

� Fidel and his motivations for revolution  

� Influences on his early life  

� Pre- and post- revolutionary actions  
� Fidel as a man and as a revolutionary  

� Economic impact of the revolution including the introduction of the trade embargo in Cuba.  

 

As the students are divided into pairs, students will be instructed to use the resource page to explore Castro’s early 

life, family, education, influences and role in the Cuban Revolution. The teacher will explain to the class the variety of 

resources available on the webquest to use throughout their investigation. Students will use a variety of online 

biographies and articles, media clips of interviews and excerpts from documentaries and search the news archives of 

major publications for articles on the relevant events of the time. 

 

Students are required to evaluate resources for their validity through historical research processes - including but not 

limited to - cross checking key dates, names, and locations. They are also required to synthesise the information 

obtained in order to produce a coherent, substantive profile on Fidel Castro. 

 

The teacher will further explain to students that they are required to publish their profile using appropriate ICT 

software and principles and should include appropriate images, layout and language as would be found in a news 



 

magazine format. The teacher will provide sample profiles which will be available as hardcopy in the classroom and it 

is highly recommended that students examine profiles of notable figures by Time Magazine for ideas on format and 

content for further references.  

 

The teacher will explain that once the piece is published, a copy of each pairs profile will be circulated to each class 

member in order to create a complete source book on Castro’s life.  Students will be given the opportunity to question 

the other teams (pairs) in the classroom on the content they have selected to include in the profile in order to achieve 

two things: 

 

a) Consolidate their information and learning process and 

b) Self-evaluate their performance by comparing their personal knowledge with their written profile, and identifying 

possible gaps in the information they have presented 

 

This process of researching, investigating information organising student’s  profiles into source book may will take 

more then one lesson, Approx 3-4 lessons to complete as the profiles will be completed as an in class assessment 

throughout each lesson.  

 
Possible Areas for Assessment and Feedback 

 
 

Whilst this task will be undertaken as a pair, grades will be assigned on an individual basis determined by teacher 

evaluation and a sealed student review of the performance of their team, which will be handed to the teacher with the 

final profile for assessment. 

 

News Magazine Profile of Fidel Castro early Life as a Revolutionary Figure:  

 

Students will be assessed on how well they analyse the key features of specific periods of the twentieth century 

history and evaluates the role of key individuals, groups, events and ideas. The must evaluate the relative significance 

of factors contributing to change and continuity in the modern world.  Displays a sophisticated understanding of 

historical terms and concepts. Communicates high level argument through well structured and detailed text.  

 

Students must be able to demonstrate and describe Fidel Castro’s early life influences in shaping his role as a 

revolutionary figure through asking relevant historical questions to explore and synthesise content of various sources.  

 

Students must demonstrate their historical inquiry skills through locating, selecting and organize relevant information 

from different types of sources, using historical terms and concepts appropriately.  

 
Teams (Pairs) must submit two parts to the task, including  

 
a)   A profile on Castro’s family life, education and early life experiences. 

b.) A profile on the role of Fidel Castro in the Cuban Revolution, including his ideological influences, ability to mobilise 

an insurgency, and eventual rise to power. 

 
Students are required to publish their profile using appropriate ICT software and principles and should include 

appropriate images, layout and language as would be found in a news magazine format. 

 

Assessment Rubric and written feedback will be provided to students.  
 

 
 

 


